International School Sport Federation: vision and mission

Vision

All children go to school. It is the ideal environment in which to encourage 

Learning to move and moving to learn

Physical activity alone has little educational purpose. Only systematic, high quality physical education and school sport embody both educational purpose and the positive values of sport – and can thus justify a place in school curricula.

“Learning to move”, or education into sport, is the most common concept of physical education and school sport. It includes 

learning the skills and understanding for participation in physical activities

gaining a knowledge of one’s body, its range and capacity for movement

learning those things which are inherent to physical education – hand-eye coordination, coping with space, speed, distance

and knowing “what” and “how” about physical activities 

“Moving to learn” on the other hand, uses physical activity as a context for and a means of learning.

It involves a whole range of learning outcomes which are not inherent to physical activity, but which are valuable for education – social skills, managing cooperation and competition, making aesthetic judgements, using language, and knowing when and why different behaviours and actions are appropriate and effective. 

The right of all children to participate in school sport

In November 2003 the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted resolution 58/5 entitled “Sport as a means to promote Education, Health, Development and Peace”, where it recognised the power of sport to contribute to human and healthy childhood development.

All children, whatever their circumstances or abilities, should be able to participate in and enjoy physical education and sport.

PE and sport in schools, both within and beyond the curriculum, can improve:

· pupil concentration, commitment and self-esteem; leading to higher attendance and better behaviour and attainment;

· fitness levels; active children are less likely to be obese and more likely to pursue sporting activities as adults, thereby reducing the likelihood of coronary heart disease, diabetes and some forms of cancer; and

· success in international competition by ensuring talented young sports people have a clear pathway to elite sport and competition whatever their circumstances.

All children have the right to get quality school sport (structure / programme / accompaniment / accommodation)

‘High quality PE and school sport produces young people with the skills, understanding, desire and commitment to continue to improve and achieve in a range of PE, sport and health-enhancing physical activities in line with their abilities.’
Characteristics of the outcomes of high quality PE and school sport

When there is high quality PE and school sport, you will not see young people who:

· sit on the sidelines and avoid getting involved in any capacity;

· have little confidence in themselves in PE and school sport activities;

· show hesitancy in their performance;

· make little or no progress in the control and coordination of their movement;

· are confused about what they should be doing and the choices they can make;

· wait to be told what to do and how to do it, seldom making their own decisions or

taking the initiative;

· are unable to keep up because they are tired and out of condition;

· show little or no enjoyment or desire to take part in physical activities; and

· show little or no desire to improve or achieve.

For the Ontario Federation of School Athletic Associations (OFSAA) in Canada the values of Education through school sport mean:

School Sport equals Participation

School sport has a favourable impact on virtually every aspect of a student’s life. Those who participate in school sport are likely to have higher self-esteem, lower dropout rates, greater academic success and fewer problems with drugs and alcohol.

School sport equals Equity

School sport provides students with opportunities to compete on a level playing field regardless of race, religion, gender or economic status. School sport is sport for all.

School sport equals Sportsmanship

The values of dignity, respect and humility not only teach students lessons of sportsmanship but also prepare them for lives as good productive citizens.

School sport equals Respect

Student-athletes are taught important lessons of honour and respect through interaction with coaches, officials, opponents, team-mates and spectators.

School sport equals Leadership

The lessons learned through school sport help shape the leaders of tomorrow in business, politics, health care, and education by providing them with the confidence and tools necessary to carry the torch for the future.

Summarised 

The focus of the ISF lies on school sport in the sense of extra curricular sports activities with the emphasis on “Moving to learn”. 

How is school sport organised and who shall be eligible for membership in the ISF? 

Recently we sent out a questionnaire on school sport to learn better the differences or similarities between the ISF member countries. Unfortunately the results are not yet processed (expected September 2007).

Anyway school sport the world over is organised in many different ways.

In some cases the Ministry of Education is in charge, in other cases the Ministry of Sports, sometimes, autonomous school sport associations or federations subsidised or not by the government.

According to the ISF Statutes state the following organisations are eligible for ISF membership:

· As full members, organisations, which are legally recognised entities, properly constituted according to the laws and customs in the country of origin. This means an official organisation or if such a body does not exist the organisation, which represents school, sports in each country.

· As associate members, those organisations (countries or territories), which are not eligible to be full members. Approval will be required from the highest level of national or federal government in the country concerned.

· Not more than one organisation from each country shall be accepted as full member of the ISF.

Some  examples 

France 

UNSS, the National School Sport Union, autonomous but depended on the Ministry of Education and the ministry of sport, is member of the ISF. 

Each college or lyceum (secondary schools) must create a Sports Association, which fits within the school project and is presided by law by the headmaster of the school.

Each PE teacher devotes 3 hours of his official teaching time to activities within this Sports Association (grouped on Wednesday afternoon (when there are no classes) or spread throughout the week). 

Sports competitions between schools are an integrated part of the functioning of the Sports Associations and are fixed on Wednesday afternoon. 

It goes without saying that training moments in school will be increased when competition is coming up.

Within a general framework, every SA has its own way of functioning and may combine differently the activities of “animation” (discovery, leisure activity, promotion), “competition” and “formation”. 

Every SA responds in a dynamic way to the demands of its students, based on local sports culture and the know how of the teachers.

Sports Associations are a real tool for formation, which protects them from straying into pure competition and the cult of performance (resulting in cheating and using doping). The formation of young referees for example puts in practice the values of sport, without forgetting the aspect playful and festive.

More than 900 000 students are member of an SA.

Belgium

Belgium is a federal state. 

The federal structure comprises 3 communities: Flanders (northern Dutch-speaking part of Belgium – 6,5 million inhabitants), French Community (southern French-speaking part of Belgium – 4 million inhabitants) and German speaking Community (eastern German-speaking part of Belgium – 80000 inhabitants). 

The competence for education, welfare, public health and culture & sport lie with these communities. 

Therefore each community has its own educational system.

Traditionally a distinction is made between 3 educational networks:

Community education: education organised by the Communities.

Subsidised publicly run schools: education organised by the municipalities and provinces.

Subsidised privately run schools: education organised by private persons or private organisations, mainly catholic schools.

In the German speaking Community school sport is the competence of the Ministry of Sport. Government officials organise school sport within the framework of the general sport policy. The Pedagogical Bureau Sport & School is associate member of the ISF.

In the French Community school sport is the competence of the educational networks. Each of the three networks has its school sport federation. 

The co-ordinating body (AFFSS-Association of French-speaking Federations of School Sport) is recognised by the Ministry of Sport of the French Community. 

A limited number of officials (teachers detached from their mission in school) organise school sport for their networks.

The AFFSS is associate member of the ISF.

In Flanders school sport is, by law (decree), the competence of the Flemish School sport Foundation (SVS = Stichting Vlaamse Schoolsport) which co-ordinates school sport over the three educational networks.

The SVS employs 75 persons (full- and part-time) spread over 5 provinces and a co-ordination bureau.

Both the Ministry of Sport and Ministry of Education support the Flemish school sport Foundation.

The Ministry of Education pays the salaries of all persons and part of the costs of the functioning and the Ministry of Sport subsidises the organisation of sports projects. 

The SVS is associate member of the ISF.

The teachers in charge of extra curricular school sport in the schools are volunteers, are free from lessons for some hours or get a financial compensation dependent on the decision/goodwill of the headmaster.

Italy

MIUR, the Ministry of Education, University and Research is full member of the ISF.

Student Sport Games are promoted by MIUR in co-operation with the National Italian Olympic Committee (CONI), which represents the National Sport Federations and in agreement with regions, local Boards and school Institutions.

Today Italian school sport officials are studying to create an autonomous school sport body.

Greece 

The Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs is full member of the ISF.

The Directorate for Physical Education organises school sport.

The admission in higher education and universities is limited and depends on a bonus point system. Participants at the ISF events when they obtain good results can “gain” bonus points and in this way access to higher education and universities.

Mission

Sport is one of the most effective tools to educate young people and to transmit important values.

1) “Moving to learn”, Education of values through sport is the first mission of the International School Sport Federation.

Therefore ISF organises conferences and sports events which are run with the principal objective of school sport being an important tool of physical, intellectual, moral, social and cultural development of the students. 

Contrary to the sporting federations the ISF finds its values in its commitment to the school and its pedagogical framework. All the sporting competitions of the ISF fit in with the general framework of education. 

ISF activities straddle the domains of education and culture, allowing the child to come into contact with others in a school environment, but also in an international setting. The ISF allows children to broaden their horizon and to break down barriers, so that all youngsters can meet with each other through sport. Preparing young people for the world of tomorrow, promoting better mutual understanding are key topics. 

ISF wants to be the educational answer to professional and materialistic influences of contemporary society on sport. 

About events

The ISF restricts its activities to the secondary school-sector. It addresses its activities to pupils from 14 to 17 years. The decision about the age limits was taken (not without fierce discussion and it was a close call) in order to fit in the education structure of most of the member countries.

School teams, composed of participants of the same school, take part in the world schools’ championships. Selected teams, composed of participants of different schools, can only take part in the individual sport events and on condition that a school team is registered in the same event. 

A total of 28 sports were organised by 21 countries between the General Assemblies held in 2002 and in 2006.  

Exclusive of the project “School sport meets Olympia” which gathered 27 small delegations from European ISF member countries for a combined sports, cultural and social event in Patras/Greece on the occasion of the departure of the Olympic Flame in 2004 and exclusive of the Gymnasiades 2002 and 2006 (the Gymnasiade being the only individual ISF competition for Athletics, Swimming and Gymnastics combined in 1 event) 

a total number of 1294 school and selected teams participated at the traditional sports events: 622 girls’ teams and 672 boys’ teams, which means 48% of the participants were girls and 52% boys.   

About conferences

From 1980 on the ISF organised various symposia to 

· define the ISF philosophy  

· show that the objectives of the International School Sport Federation by far exceed organisational and administrative purposes 

- 
point out to other organisations the importance of school competitions and youth education in the area of sport. 

- discuss alternative possibilities for establishing human relations during ISF competitions.

· bridge the gap between the ISF and other international sporting federations, between school sports and club sports, and between the ISF and leading international associations, such as the International Olympic Committee, UNESCO, GAISF and FIEP. 

· discuss the problem of lack of funding/resources experienced by many ISF member countries for school sport activities, in contrast to ample funds supplied to the larger Olympic organisations 

· offer suggestions and organisational assistance in order to procure necessary funding for school sport activities. 

- 
compare school sport within the ISF member countries 

- 
study  school sport in relation to high level sport 

For information in January 2008 the ISF will organise in France a world conference about the values of school sport.

For the further education of all members of the ISF Technical Commissions there were held 4 technical Seminars at Olympia and Athens.

2) Encouraging school authorities to enhance the ISF philosophy is a second mission of the ISF 

The ISF, since its establishment, has been recognised by many national and international school authorities and organisations. Nowadays ISF promotes “education of values through sport” through its network in over 60 countries in the world.  It pursues its goals independently from political, religious or racial considerations.
The latest update of member countries at the last General Assembly in 2006 only took into consideration the countries that were not in arrears with the payment of the ISF annual fee 2005. 

The number of member countries in 2006 was 67. 

1 country (Ecuador) that applied for membership in 2007 has to be added, as the Executive Committee provisionally accepted them. They still have to be accepted by the next General Assembly.

The numbers of member countries per continent are: Africa 12, America (North and South) 8, Asia 6, Oceania 2 and Europe 40.

3) Seeking close collaboration with international sports federations and with international organisations having similar aims is a third mission. 

The ISF has taken its place among international sport federations. It is a member of GAIFS (General Assembly of International Sports Federations), is recognised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and signed a memorandum of cooperation with The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) concerning concrete actions to promote the participation of youngsters in physical education and sport in a school context. 

Bilateral contacts have been established with FISU, the University Sport Federation.

We mentioned already the partnership in sport with the European Commission.

The recognition that we obtained today shows that at all levels school sport has found its place. This official recognition gives us a major international public dimension and ensures a bright future for the ISF.

To close this lecture, a quote from J. Rogge, IOC President:
“Not all of the pupils taking part in school sport will become Olympic champions, but all of them will, without any doubt, greatly benefit from sport.”  

Jan Coolen, Secretary General ISF
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